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Sunday Morning Worship 

April 26, 2020 

 

 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with 

sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, 

would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then 

opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn 

within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is 

broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our 

worship each Lord’s day. 
 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the 
giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his 
preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both 
Lord and Christ. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they 
are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through 
the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no 
longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is 
revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 

 

 

 

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both 
living and departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any 
reason.  

 

 

Prelude   
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*The People Gather 

 

Pastor:   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All:    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Pastor:  Christ is alive in our hearts. 

All:      The God who is love dwells in us. Alleluia! 

 

The lighting of the Three Lights 

 

Pastor: We will light a light in the name of the Maker -  

All:   God the Creator of all life.  

Pastor: We will light a light in the name of Christ -  

All:    Jesus who offers us newness of life.  

Pastor: We will light a light in the name of the Spirit -  

All:   The Holy One whose presence sanctifies all creation.  

 

 

*Opening prayer 
 

Pastor: The Lord of creation be with you. 

All:     And also with you.   

    Let us pray. 

 

 O God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, 

galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe 

the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more 

fully understand the purpose to which we are called; in the name of Christ our 

Lord. 

 Amen. 
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*The Gathering Song                ELW 384 
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P: Let us praise the Holy One, the Creator, the Maker of all, the God of  

 creation! In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

 And God said, “Let there be light!” 

A: Let the light and the darkness bless you, O Lord, for you  

 are the God of all creation.  

 

 The winds of new beginnings stirred, and the deep and everlasting  

 waters flowed.  

 Let the winds and the waters bless you, O Lord, for you  

 are the God of all creation. 

 

 God created the earth and the earth grew green, green with trees and  

 fields and valleys.  

 Let the mountains and hills, the fields and valleys all join  

 to bless you, O Lord, for you are the God of all creation.  

 

 The great light ruled the day and the gentle light ruled the night, and 

  they guided the seasons and marked the days and years.  

 Let the sun and moon praise you, O Lord, for you are  

 the God of all creation.  

 

 The waters brought forth living creatures, and the creatures filled the  

 seas, roamed the earth and rose up to the sky.  

 Let the birds and the fish, the dogs and cats, the cows and  

 ostriches and giraffes all bless you, O Lord, for you  

 are the God of all creation. 

 

 God formed humans in his own likeness, and so we carry your life  

 within us, O Lord.  

 Let the people all praise you, and let everything that can  

 sing bless your Name, O Lord, for you are the  

 God of all creation. Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 

 
 

*The Peace 

P: God makes peace within us. 

A: Let us claim it. 

P: God makes peace between us. 

A: Let us share it. 
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*The Prayer of the Day 

P:     The Lord be with you.  

A:     And also with you. 

P:    Let us pray.  
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

*The Word 
 

The First Reading               Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (pg 948 & 949) 

 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 

that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 

 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter 
said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and 
for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who 

welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added. 
 
Reader: Word of God; Word of Life. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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The Second Reading          1 Peter 1:17-23  (pg 1058) 
 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 

according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your 
exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 

from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but 
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 

blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have 

come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

 
  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 

so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 
heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 
seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
Reader:  Word of God; Word of Life. 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

*The Announcement of the Gospel Reading  

 

Pastor: We greet the Gospel of Jesus the Christ by standing to sing Alleluia. 

All: Amen 

 

          Alleluia                             ELW 174 
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Pastor:      A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, 24th chapter. 

Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Reading of the Gospel        Luke 24:13-35  (pg.920) 

 
13

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene] two  

[disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 
14

and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 
15

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

went with them, 
16

but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17

And he said to 

them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 

still, looking sad. 
18

Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 

“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

taken place there in these days?” 
19

He asked them, “What things?” They replied, 

“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, 
20

and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 

over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  

 

21
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, 

it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22

Moreover, some women of our 

group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23

and when they did 

not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 

vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24

Some of those who were with us went 

to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 

him.” 
25

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have declared! 
26

Was it not necessary that the Messiah 

should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
27

Then beginning with 

Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. 

 

  
28

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 

he were going on. 
29

But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 

almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 

them. 
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 

and gave it to them.  
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31
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 

sight. 
32

They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
33

That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 

companions gathered together. 
34

They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and 

he has appeared to Simon!” 
35

Then they told what had happened on the road, and 

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

All: Amen. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The Sermon 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection 

 

 

*Affirmation of faith 

 

Pastor: Let us join in affirming our faith in God 

 

 Our God is the God of all humanity, of heaven and earth, 

  of seas and rivers, of the sun and the moon, and all the stars, 

 God of the highest mountains and of the lowest valleys, over heaven,  

  in heaven, and under heaven. 

 God is present in all things in heaven and earth and seas, inspires  

  all things, brings life to all things, is over all things and  

  supports all things. 

 God makes the light of the sun to shine, and surrounds the moon and  

  stars, brings water to the deserts and places dry islands in the sea.  

 God’s son lives as God lives, eternal and holy.  

 The Holy Spirit breathes in the Father and the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

  lives in God the Christ. 

 And God is forever. Amen. 
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Prayers of The People 

 

Pastor: We pray now for the needs of all people throughout the world,  

  remembering that God created all and loves all. Let us Pray. 

 

Assisting: Heavenly Father, we come before you with reverence and with faith  

Minister that through our prayers your presence can bless. We pray for the 

  Church that its mission may reach to the ends of the earth. 

All:  May we be Christ to each other and light to the world.  
 

  We pray for the world that its leaders may follow the path of justice 

  and its peoples the way of peace.  

  May we and all nations respect one another in freedom,  

  truth, and love.  

  We pray for our community that those who make decisions that affect  

  the lives of others may be inspired by your wisdom. 

  May we all act with integrity, respect, and courage that we  

  may live together in harmony. 

 

   We pray for those in need or trouble.  

  (special intercessions are offered) 

 

 

Assisting:  God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 

All:  May they know the power of your healing love through human  

  compassion. 

   We remember those who have died and those who mourn.  

  Father, into your hands we commend them. 

  Bring peace to those who mourn in their time of loss. 

   We pray for ourselves in this church community for the ministries in 

  which we serve God here.  

  Lord, you have called us to serve you.  

  Grant that we may walk in your presence with your truth in our 

  minds, your strength in our souls and your love in our hearts,  

  that we may share the light of your love with all, through Jesus 

  Christ our Lord. Amen 
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**Anthem Solo - Catherine Conger 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Pastor: All things are yours, O God of creation,  

All: And so we return our gifts of treasure to you.  

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God of creation, through whose goodness we have 

this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made; 

All: May it become for us the bread of life.  

 

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God of creation, through whose goodness we have 

this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hand;  

All: May it become for us the cup of blessing. 
 

Pastor: Receive these gifts, dear God, and accept in them the sacrifice of our 

selves.  
 

All: In life and in death may we be an offering to you forever.  

Pastor: We offer you praise and hearts lifted high, O God, by whose word the 

 heavens were formed and the earth was brought forth from the waters. 

The reflection of your glory shines in each created thing, and though 

earth’s flowering fades, you plant within us imperishable seeds for our 

salvation and call life out of death into the light that endures forever. And 

so with the heaven and earth’s host of light, with those who now live in 

the spirit as you are Spirit, we join in the song of your unending 

greatness: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy       ELW 413 - Verse 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, for the great day of salvation prepared from the 

beginning of the world, when Christ through rejected on earth, will be seen 

by all to be chosen and precious in your sight. We bless you for Christ who 

carried sin’s destructive powers to the cross that we and all people might be 

set free. Through Christ you inspire the hope in us that earth’s forces of 

darkness will be scattered, and angels of glory and principalities of light will 

bring a new heaven and a new earth. 
 

 Just as prophets long before Christ had spoken of the sufferings that would 

be his, so Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and having 

blessed it, he broke the bread, and gave it his disciples, saying “Take, eat; 

this is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  In 

the same way he took the wine and, having given thanks for it, he poured it 

out, and gave the cup to his disciples, saying; “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.  
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All: Remembering his eternal self-giving, we proclaim the mystery of 

Christ among us. Made one with him and one with each other, we 

offer these gifts, and with them ourselves, a single, holy living 

sacrifice.  

Pastor: Bless us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and bless this bread and wine, 

that through them we may be made strong again with the strength that 

only you supply. May our inner selves be nourished that, in the outward 

things of life, we may follow the way of Christ and grow more and more 

into salvation; through Christ, by whom, with whom, and in whom, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, world 

without end.  

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Lord's Prayer 

Pastor: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

Please remain standing during the singing of the Lamb of God. 
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Lamb of God            Lamb of God               ELW 

 
 

The Invitation to Communion 

Pastor: Gracious God, we come to your table;  

All:  Nourish us with the bread of life and the cup of heaven. 

 
 

 

 

*The Table Blessing 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

All: O God, who has renewed the earth by the gift of creation, we thank 

you for opening our hearts and making us new with this holy meal. 

 As we have shared this bread and wine, may we also generously 

share our lives in love and as we seek you in your creation each 

day, may we find the patience and vision to see your love at work 

in all things and the grace to let our lives reflect that love; through 

Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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Pastor:  Lord of all light, as we go forth into the world, we extinguish the lights 

that here represent the presence of the Holy in our midst, 

All: But we will carry the light in our hearts, and we pray that as we go 

about our work in the world, we will shine with the love of God. 

Amen.  

 

 

* Announcements 

 

 

*The Blessing 

Pastor: The Lord of creation open your eyes to behold the beauty around you, 

The Lord of light shine forth to guide you in his arms, this day and every 

day. And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you 

now and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 17 

 

 

 

 

 

*Sending Song                     This Joyful Eastertide     ELW 391 
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 *Dismissal 

Assisting Minister:  

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Robert Martin      
 

Director of Music Ministries: Catherine Conger 
 

 

 

Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright ©  1995 Augsburg Fortress & Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright ©  2006 

Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT. 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006Augsburg Fortress.   All rights reserved.  Used by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT. 
 

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK 
 

Music and text is used by permission, One License, Inc.  License #A-705371First Evangelical Lutheran Church of  Tulsa, OK 

 

A Celtic Liturgy for Every Season 
by Elizabeth Lovett Grover 

 

 
Infinity Publishing (April 14, 2015) 

ISBN: 0-7414-8245-2 ©2013 
 

1094 New Dehaven St.W. 
Conshohocken, PA 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0741482452/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Elizabeth%20Lovett%20Grover

